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Bottcher, Helen

From: COTHERN, SHAYNE (DNR) <SHAYNE.COTHERN@dnr.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2016 9:46 AM
To: wyckoffcomments; Bottcher, Helen
Subject: FW: EPA Seeks Public Input on Cleanup Plans for Wyckoff-Eagle Harbor Superfund Site, 

Bainbridge Is., WA

Helen, 
 
We at DNR wish to comment and I am leading effort but I was wondering if I could get an extension on this comment 
period? The cleanup is extensive and with eelgrass issues I was hoping to receive input from Jeff Gaeckle who is 
currently out doing field work on Milwaukee Dock and other similar projects.  
 
I was hoping for a mid‐June deadline but at minimum an additional week would be most appreciated.  
 
Let me know and I will plan accordingly. Call if any questions. 
 
Thank you so much, 
 
Shayne Cothern 
DNR-Environmental Specialist 
(360) 902-1064 
 

From: Suzanne Skadowski [mailto:PRAdmin@Vocus.com]  
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2016 11:35 AM 
To: COTHERN, SHAYNE (DNR) <SHAYNE.COTHERN@dnr.wa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Seeks Public Input on Cleanup Plans for Wyckoff‐Eagle Harbor Superfund Site, Bainbridge Is., WA 

 

 

  

Media Contact: Suzanne Skadowski, 206-553-2160, skadowski.suzanne@epa.gov 

  

EPA Seeks Public Input on Cleanup Plans for the Wyckoff-
Eagle Harbor Superfund Site on Bainbridge Island, Wash. 

  

Public Invited to Community Meeting on April 27, Comments on Cleanup Plan Due 
by May 31 
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(Seattle – April 25, 2016) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has proposed a draft plan to clean up toxic creosote 
contamination the Wyckoff-Eagle Harbor Superfund Site, located on the east side of Bainbridge Island, Washington. The 
cleanup plans will address historic creosote and related chemical contamination that remains in the site’s groundwater, 
soil, and beach. EPA is hosting a public meeting this week and will be accepting public comments on the cleanup plans 
until May 31.  

  

Public Meeting 

April 27, 2016: City Hall Council Chambers, 280 Madison Ave., Bainbridge Island, Wash. 

5:00 – 6:30 p.m.  Informal Open House and Poster Session: The EPA’s project team will be available to answer questions 
along with state Department of Ecology officials. 

6:30 – 9:30 p.m. Presentation and Public Hearing: EPA’s project manager will present the proposed cleanup plan and 
take verbal and written public comments. 

  

History 

EPA added the Wyckoff-Eagle Harbor site to the national Superfund cleanup list in 1987 after finding creosote and other 
toxic wood-treating chemicals in soil, groundwater, beaches and sediment in Eagle Harbor. EPA completed multiple clean 
up actions over the years, but significant contamination still remains in the soil and groundwater. The site’s groundwater 
extraction system and perimeter wall are preventing contaminants from moving into Eagle Harbor. These measures are 
effective but expensive, costing about $800,000 to operate each year and may take more than 100 years to meet cleanup 
goals. Creosote also remains in the beaches, which are closed to shellfish harvesting, and warning signs are in place to 
discourage beach use. 

  

Proposed Cleanup 

To address soil and groundwater contamination at the former Wyckoff wood treating facility, EPA will use a combination of 
cleanup technologies. Cement and other reagents will be mixed into the most heavily contaminated soil more than 50 feet 
below ground to prevent the contamination from moving any further. In less contaminated areas, contaminants will be 
extracted with new groundwater wells, and air and nutrients will be injected to speed the natural breakdown of 
contaminants by bacteria. Finally, a thick layer of clean soil will be placed over the soil and a new concrete perimeter wall 
will be built next to the existing metal wall. In the adjacent beaches, EPA will remove contaminated sediments to a depth 
of 30 inches and backfill with a clean sand cap designed to prevent contaminants from coming up to the beach surface. 
The proposed cleanup will take at least 10 years to design and build and will cost an estimated $71 to $81 million, paid for 
by 90 percent federal and 10 percent state funding. When cleanup is completed, the site will be incorporated into 
Pritchard Park. 

  

More Information  

Public comments on the proposed cleanup plan are due by May 31, 2016, to:  Helen Bottcher, Project Manager; U.S. EPA 
Region 10 (ECL-122); 1200 6th Ave.; Seattle, WA 98101 or wyckoffcomments@epa.gov. 
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The cleanup plan and supporting documents are also available at the Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave., 
Bainbridge Island, WA, (206) 842-4162, and at EPA’s Superfund Records Center, 1200 6th Ave., Seattle, WA, (206) 553-
4494 or (800) 424-4372. 

  

The draft cleanup plan and feasibility studies are available online at:  www.epa.gov/superfund/wyckoff-eagle-harbor. 

  

  

# # #  

  

  

 

If you would rather not receive future communications from Environmental Protection Agency, let us know by clicking here. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, Seattle, WA 98101 United States 


